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Area of
Bakony—Balaton UGGp:
3,244 km?
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Protected areas in
Bakony—Balaton UGGp
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Impressive level of geodiversity:
172 rock formations
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Distribution of karstifiable (or
partly karstifiable) rock
formations
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690 caves within the geopark
(length: >2 metres)




100 metres

2

32 caves

Length

O C
e .9
mn
emU
T o €
= 8 ®
> e O
Oon o
o 4+ 9
QO n S
T S w
nme
258
WM -
Orf
Oouw o

D

L RSARNETES

T R




Co-funded by the
Erasmus+ Programme
of the European Union

Length: 21000 metres
5 caves
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Geological nature conservation: the legislative environment

Many geosites are located within protected natural areas:

* National Park

e Landscape Protection Reserves
* Nature Conservation Areas

e Natural Monuments

...some types of the geosites are protected by virtue of the law (Act No. LIIl. of 1996 on Nature
Conservation), even outside of protected areas:

* caves
e sinkholes
* springs
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The legislative protection of caves

0T

Caves are under the umbrella of a strong legal protection in Hungary:

e Definition: ""cave' means any natural cavity in the Earth's crust where the longitudinal axis exceeds 2 metres
and the current volume or the volume after extracting the natural speleothem (cave fill) is large enough for
a person to enter.

e All caves shall be owned exclusively by the state and shall not be negotiable (even the state can not sell
them).

e Even a state-run National Park Directorate must get a permission from the Ministry of Agriculture for any
work inside or opening one as a show cave (nature conservation belongs to this ministry in Hungary).

Show caves (2), adventure tours in caves (2)

 Holder of the licence: Balaton Uplands National Park Directorate, the management body of our Geopark
e Contract with local cavers for operating adventure tours in caves
* |nvolving local communities/entrepreneurs + supporting local economy: solved! ©
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A 15-km-long cave system
just under a living town!

| VISITOR CENTRE
g and entrance to the cave
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This underground maze is the
4th longest cave in Hungary.

It used to consist of 3 separate
caves which were connected
with each other during the last
years.

Lake Cave
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Formed in Sarmatian limestone

An old postcard.from the 1910s...

Discovery: 1903

Open to the public: 1912
First cave in Hungary with
electric lighting

The most visited geosite in our
Geopark

(and the most visited show cave
in Hungary):

160,000 visitors every year

Energy-saving, professional LED
lighting system was installed,
stabilizing of some cave sections

=" 3

?é;tlc Ilghts most of the LED lamps and.all the cables are hidden

t'\\
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3D photos of caves,
speleothems and minerals

Speleothem room: animated . ‘
film on how stalactites, ?‘,ﬁ_‘- §

stalagmites are developed

3D movie on karst phenomena



Co-funded by th ’ e
Erasmus+ Programme Loczy Cave, Balatonfiired

of the European Union

Formed in Fired Limestone (Upper Triassic)
Thermal water origin

Open: March—September

Appr. 14,000 visitors annually
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New visitor centre is to open in June 2021!
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Formed in Ederics Limestone (Triassic)

Guided adventure cave tours since 2006

The cave tours are guided by
accomplished local cavers (by contract)

Standard and advanced (Level 1 and 2)
tours

Overalls, professional Petzl helmets and
headlamps are provided for the visitors
(acquired by the Geopark organization)

Appr. 3,500 visitors annually
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Ladders, made of stainless
steel + ropes, etc.

Safety first!
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Csodabogyos Cave, Balatonederics
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Formed in Triassic dolomite,
length: 420 m.

Adventure tours guided by local
cavers (by contract).

Online booking, some hundreds
of visitors annually.
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Protecting bat habitats

All species of bats are
protected or strictly
protected in Hungary.

The caves are closed
during the mating and
overwintering season of
the bats.
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